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“I can’t believe we got involved”: China and the 1948

Olympics

Xu Junzheng
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Abstract In the process of preparing for participation in the 1948 London Olympics,
Chinese sportsmen, represented by Wang Zhengting and Dong Shouyi, overcame financial
and personnel difficulties and successfully organized a Chinese delegation to participate in
the Games amidst internal factional strife and serious corruption. Combining the civil war
between the Communist Party of China and the Cold War between the United States and
the Soviet Union, it can be inferred that Wang Zhengting and others were motivated by at
least three aspects including sports development, government prestige and public
diplomacy in their efforts to get the Chinese delegation to appear at the Olympic Games.
Although the Chinese delegation did not score a point in the end, the fact that Chinese
athletes were present at the Olympic Games demonstrated China's determination to
continue to participate in international affairs, and Wang Zhengting and others made a
conscious effort to seize the opportunity to engage in some international activities. China's
participation in the 1948 Olympic Games was a successful attempt at public diplomacy,
which also showed that it might be possible to transcend the traditional history of sport and
to review the value of sporting events from a new perspective.

Key Words  the 1948 Olympics; Wang Zhengting; Dong Shouyi; public diplomacy



